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In the Claims 

Please amend claims 1, 3, 4-13, 25-27, 30, 32, and 92-100 to read as indicated below. In 
addition, please cancel claims 66 and 94, and add claims 101-105. A complete set of the claims 
as pending after entrance of the present Amendment is presented in Appendix B. 





1 . (Amended) An antibody directed to a conformational epitope of a protein of Hepatitis C 
virus E2 protein of more than one genotype. 



3. (Deleted) An antjberfly&rected to a conforqfiational epitope of E2 protein of Hepatitis C 
virus. 

5. (Amended) The antibody of claim 1 \)ftierein the dissociation constant (K D ) of the 
antibody for its epitope is less than 10" 8 M. 



6. (Amended) The antibody of wherein the dissociation constant (K D ) of the 

antibody for its epitope is less^ttr^Hy 9 M. 



7. (Amended) The dtjtiboci^jfclaim 1 wherein the dissociation constant (K D ) of the 
antibody for its epitope is less tMan 10" 10 M. 
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8. (Amended) An antibody directed to a conformational epitope' within amino acids 41 1 
through 644 of E2 protein of Hepatitis C virus lb, wherein the antjbody is capable of binding to 
the E2 protein of Hepatitis C virus of more than one genotype. 

9. (Amended) An antibody directed to a conformational epitope within amino acids 470 
through 644 of E2 protein of Hepatitis C virus lb, wherein/the antibody is capable of binding to 
the E2 protein of Hepatitis C virus of more than one genotype. 

10. (Amended) An antibody directed to a conformational epitope within amino acids 470 
through 644 of E2 protein of Hepatitis C virus lb and exhibits minimal cross-competition with 
the antibodies of claim 8, wherein the antibody pinds specifically to the E2 protein of Hepatitis C 
virus of more than one genotype. 

1 1 . (Amended) An antibody_dir^eted/o an epitope within amino acids 644 through 661 of 
E2 protein of Hepatitis C virus l^w^ehrthe antibody is capable of binding to the E2 protein 
of Hepatitis C virus of more th^n one^enotype. 

12. (Amended) An aptibody ^irected^terihe epitope recognized by CBH-2, -4D, -4B, -4G, -5, 
-7, -8C or -11. 



13. (Amended) An antibody wherein the antibody competes with CBH-2, -4D, -4B, -4G, -5, 
-7, -8C, or -1 1 for bindings to its epitope. 
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25. (Amended) The antibody of claim 1, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11/ 12, or 13 wherein the 
antibody is a monoclonal antibody. / 



26. (Amended) The antibody of claim 1, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 1 1, 12, or 13 wherein the 



^ antibody is a human antibody. 

h 



27. (Amended) The antibody of claim 1, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10,/l 1, 12, or 13 wherein the 
antibody is a humanized antibody. 



30. (Amended) A method of treating 9^reventing^C\f infection in a patient, the method 
comprising steps of: 

providing a patient infecte<f with HCV or susceptible to HCV infection; and 



administering to the jaf&tient the antibody of claim 1 



j 32. (Amended) The method of claim 30^or3J^nepin the step of administering the antibody 
comprises administering more than one different antihfody, wherein at least one of the antibodies 
is directed to a conformational epitope of a protein of Hepatitis C virus. 



/ 70. (Amended) The method of claim 67, wherpn the step of administering comprises 
Cjf administering an antibody directed to the epitope jthat is bound by an anti-HCV monoclonal 
antibody, the binding of which is not inhibited bf the patient's serum. 
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92. (Amended) A combination of two or more antibodies directed to two or more different 
conformational epitopes of E2 protein of Hepatitis C virus of more than one genotype. 

93. (Amended) The combination of claim 92, wherein the combination shows increased total 
binding of the combined antibodies to E2 protein of Hepatitis C vifis compared to either 
antibody individually. 



95. (Amended) The combination of claim 92 comprising CBH-7 and CBH-4G. 



6 




J?6. ' (Amended) TVip ^mhination of daim Q?rPompri_sinfe CBH-7 and CBH-4D. 



V 



97. (Amended) The combination of claim 92 comprising CBH-7 and CBH-17. 

98. (Amended) A pharmaceutical composition comprising the combination of claim 92, 93, 
94, 95, 96, or 97 and a pharmaceutical^ acceptabtepcipient. 



99. (Amended) A method of treating or gpivj&ting HCV infection in a patient, the method 

comprising steps of: 

providing a patient infected-^jfm HCV or susceptible to HCV infection; and 
administering to the patient Ae combination of claim 92, 93, 94, 95, 96, or 97. 



100. A method of treating a patient th^t has been exposed to HCV, the method comprising 
steps of: 
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providing a patient that has been exposed to HCV; and 
administering to the patient the antibody of claim 971 93, 94/g5?96, or 97. 




101. (New) A combination of two or more antibodies, wherejn-aflSast one antibody is 
directed to a conformational epitope of E2 protein of Hepatit^C^rus of moj^than one 
genotype. 



102. (New) The combination of claim 101, wherein me rombjnation shows increased binding 
to the epitopes of E2 protein of Hepatitis C virus than dmfer antibojiyindividually. 



103^,(New) The combination of claim 92 comprising CBH-7 and CBH-5. 



(New) The combination of claim 92 comprising CBH-7 and CBH-2. 




105. (New) The combination of claim 93, ^herein each antibody in the combination is 
directed to a different epitope. 

Remarks 

Claims 1, 2-23, 25-32, 66, 67, 70/ and 92-100 were examined in this case. All claims 
were rejected in the Office Action. The' present Response amends claims 1, 3, 5-13, 25-27, 30, 
32, and 92-93, and 95-100, cancels claims 66 and 94, and adds claims 101-105. Each of the 
objections and rejections levied in the Office Action is addressed individually below. 
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